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that the right and liberty of any citizen to give his own
children what he considers a better education than that given
to his neighbours is a survival from days before democracy.
II.  "Secondary Education,
(i) The Few
Parishes all over Western Europe were endowed in and
around the sixteenth century with schools where adolescents,
whose families might not otherwise have been able to meet
the cost, could make a sufficient acquaintance with the ancient
classics to enable those who wished to proceed to a university
and a liberal profession. Not all might have that goal in view
—Shakespeare presumably had not—but it was that high goal
that set the standard for the rest, and Shakespeare and his
like no doubt gained more than they lost by submission to this
discipline.
The early nineteenth century saw the survival or revival
of many such schools in continental countries, romantically
rejoicing in such classical names as lyceum, athenaeum, and
gymnasium, and as carefully fostered by the post-revolutionary
state as formerly they had been tended by the counter-refor-
mation church.
English grammar schools had a very different story to tell;
for they touched greater extremes of growth and decay.
Some rose in the world. So did their ground-rents, as
agriculture was commercialised. And so did the size of their
staff, as the evolution of the boarding-house offered a means
of supplementing the income of the foundation. Economic
rent and private profit thus helped some local grammar schools
to approximate to the historic public schools in drawing
boarders from the widest area that mail coach and railway
could conveniently cover. For in this aristocratic England
there was something above the grammar school: something
that exerted a magnetic attraction upon it; something more
fashionable wilh the ruling families; and something less local
and therefore sharpened by competition to a high pitch of

